Various bentonites constitute about 90 % of montmorillonite, an ash of volcanic origin. The bentonites are essentially hydrated aluminium silicate crystallized into fine laminae, and are used in industry for filtration and clarification. We have been unable to find any reference in the literature to the use of bentonite in the adsorption of coagulation factors.
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Techniques
"Prolabo" bentonite is a colourless powder, the composition of which is set out in Table I (Soulier and Larrieu, 1958) .
Results
The adsorption of coagulation factors was studied in the presence of the following decalcifying agents: Ion exchange resins, ammonium citrate, ammonium oxalate, a mixture of potassium and ammonium oxalate, and sodium E.D.T.A. Whichever decalcifying technique was used, the results were similar and only the results using human citrated plasma (1 part of citrate 0.38 % to 9 parts of blood) are reported here. Citrated plasma was exposed to different concentrations of bentonite and the concentration of the various coagulation factors was measured thereafter. The results of these various assays are reported in Table II . When a concentration of bentonite higher than 0.5% was used, it will be seen that the clotting time on recalcification and the Quick prothrombin time were all infinitely long. This suggests that fibrinogen had been adsorbed, a conclusion which was confirmed by the following The contacting activity of bentonite on normal citrated plasma, using the low concentration of 1 mg. / ml. which does not adsorb coagulation factors, has been studied and compared with that of kaolin, which has been studied extensively by Margolis (1957) . All tests were carried out in silicone-treated tubes and the results are Stabilizatio of Plasma by Heat Citrated plasma treated with 5% bentonite, or with 0.5 to 1% in the presence of mandelate (a stabilizing anion used during heat treatment of the albumin fraction), will not gel when heated to 600 C. for several hours. Thus it is possible to use this simple procedure to stabilize plasma before the heat treatment required to destroy the virus of infective hepatitis. The more complex treatments proposed (Nitschmann, Kistler, Renfer, Hassig, and Joss, 1956 ) are then unnecessary.
Summary
Bentonite is an adsorbent of coagulation factors. It adsorbs fibrinogen at a concentration of 0.5% and fibrinogen can thus be removed from plasma or from plasma fractions containing antihaemophilic globulin. True prothrombin can be separated from the other coagulation factors normally present in prothrombin preparations. Bentonite 0.1% is an even greater activator of the "contact factor" than kaolin. Five per cent. bentonite prevents the gelling of plasma at 600 C.
